THE  PITUITARY  BODY

A short time ago two substances in the form of white powders
were separated from the relatively crude posterior iobe extract
(pkukrin). These are known as pitressin and pitocin (or oxy-
tocin). The former is vasoconstrictor (pressor). Intestine-

Fig. 10-32   An example of giantism.   Father on right and boy on left
are of average height.
stimulating and antidiuretic in action; the latter contains the
uterine-stimulating (oxytocic) principle. Both raise the sugar
of the blood. The melanophore-expanding effect is caused
only by pitressin, though it appears that this effect is due to a
separate principle which is merely associated as a contaminent
with pitressin; there is convincing evidence that it is a separate
hormone elaborated by the pars intermedia. Indeed pitressin
and pitocin are far from being pure substances, and it is possible